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"Henry — don't eat all the brain! And
where's the other testicle?” We may be in
a Biblical homeland, but as last suppers go
it still seams fairty unorthadex: 'm watching
my fellow diners, Henry and Rosemary,
tuck into a traditional Jordanian feast that
we've all helped prepare, the grand finale
of'a week's tuition at the Petra Kichen
cookery'school. If you thought cookery
holidays were all about swanning around

Wendy ate hew Jinst mansaf with Bedouins in the des
and was given the eyeballs and tongue as 6 manke of bes

in an apron; -drinking wine and eating
amazing food with like-minded bon
vivants, well, you're right. Even here in
Jordan, It's just the ingredients at the Petra
Kitchen that come as a surprise:

Wendy Botham is a laidback Texan who
was just another todrist when she came
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here to Wadi lMusa, the town that has
developed around the ancient site of
Petra;She never quite got around o
leaving, though, and having been seduced
as much by the local food as the country
itself, she figured others might feel-the
same way. Despite the Middle East’s rich
culinary heritage, a lack of restaurant
cutture means that Jordan's is one of many
of the region’s cuisines that remain largely

unexporied and unexplored beyond its
borders. Exotic it may be, but this is home
cooking rather than haute cuisine, and all
the befter for it.

=Quite honestly | stole the idea from the
ftalians, but we have such great food in
the Levant | thought it would work,” says






